Radiologic Technology Program Information Packet
Welcome!
Thank you for your interest in the Radiologic Technology Program at Volunteer State Community College. Radiologic technologists are healthcare professionals who combine knowledge of human anatomy, patient care, radiation safety, and medical imaging technology to produce diagnostic images. They play an essential role in patient care by obtaining high-quality images while minimizing radiation exposure and ensuring patient comfort and safety.
Health Sciences, A.S. – Radiologic Technology
Students interested in the Radiologic Technology Program should follow the Associate of Science (A.S.) in Health Sciences curriculum while completing the prerequisites for admission to the Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Radiologic Technology Program.
Students are encouraged to meet with a Health Sciences advisor to select appropriate general education and elective courses and ensure they are meeting program admission requirements.  Refer to page 3 of this packet for specific admission requirements and application deadlines.
Information Sessions
Prospective students are strongly encouraged to attend a Radiologic Technology Program information session to learn about admission requirements, the selection process, and program expectations.
Information session dates and additional program details are available on the Vol State Radiologic Technology webpage. www.volstate.edu/radtech
About the Radiologic Technology Program
Students who identify Radiologic Technology as their intended program of study, either during college admission or through a change of major, will be listed as Health Sciences, A.S. (Radiologic Technology) in Degree Works.
Students are not required to complete the A.S. in Health Sciences degree before applying to the Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Radiologic Technology Program. However, all required prerequisite courses identified in this packet must be completed by the end of the spring semester in which the student applies.
Upon formal acceptance into the Radiologic Technology Program, the student’s major will be changed to Radiologic Technology.
Program Structure
The Radiologic Technology Program consists of five consecutive semesters of full-time study, beginning in the fall semester. The curriculum combines classroom instruction, laboratory training, and supervised clinical education to prepare students to become competent, compassionate radiographers.
All classroom instruction is conducted at the Gallatin campus. Clinical education takes place at affiliated healthcare facilities throughout Middle Tennessee, providing students with experience in routine and specialized radiographic procedures.
Clinical Education and Scheduling
Clinical assignments are determined by program officials. Clinical sites may be located up to 100 miles from the Gallatin campus, and students are responsible for providing their own transportation to campus and assigned clinical sites.
Students may be assigned to different clinical sites throughout the program. Placement at a particular clinical site or at a facility near the student’s residence cannot be guaranteed. Students should be prepared to travel to any assigned clinical location.
During the fall and spring semesters, classroom instruction and clinical education are scheduled Monday through Friday. During the summer semester between the first and second years, students complete 32 hours of clinical education per week.

Enrollment and Application Information
The Radiologic Technology Program follows the College’s equal opportunity policy and uses a competitive admissions process. Enrollment is limited to a maximum of 30 students each year. Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the Pre-Rad Student Checklist to be considered for an interview. Eligible applicants are interviewed in late May.


Admissions Selection and Prerequisite GPA
Applicants earn admissions points based on their weighted prerequisite grade point average (GPA) and interview score. Program officials calculate the prerequisite GPA using only the required courses listed below. This GPA may differ from the student’s overall college GPA.
	Required Prerequisite Course
	GPA Weight

	RADT 1200 – Introduction to Medical Imaging
	8%

	BIOL 2010 & Lab – Human Anatomy and Physiology I
	22%

	BIOL 2020 & Lab – Human Anatomy and Physiology II
	22%

	ENGL 1010 or 1020
	8%

	Arts / Humanities
	6%

	MATH 1530 or higher
	12%

	Social / Behavioral Science
	6%

	AHC 115 – Medical Terminology
	14%

	Total
	100%



For a repeated prerequisite course, the highest grade earned within the first two attempts is used in the prerequisite GPA calculation. Grades from a third or subsequent attempt are not considered. Required prerequisite courses must be completed by the end of the spring semester in which the student applies.
Provisional and Formal Acceptance
A maximum of 30 applicants with the highest total admissions points are offered provisional acceptance. To receive formal acceptance, provisionally accepted students must successfully complete the following requirements at their own expense:
Criminal background check
Urine drug screen
All required pre-clinical documentation and screenings
Background checks, drug screens, and medical screenings may be required annually.
Academic Progression
Students must maintain an average of at least 80% in each Radiologic Technology (RAD) course to continue in the program. RAD courses must be completed in the prescribed sequence.
Essential Abilities for Radiography Students
To provide safe and appropriate patient care, radiography students must be able to perform the following functions, with or without reasonable accommodations:
Communicate effectively, verbally and in writing, with patients, families, and healthcare team members; receive and convey information necessary for patient care and assigned duties.
Use sound judgment and critical thinking in routine, unfamiliar, and emergency situations.
Reach, manipulate, and operate medical imaging equipment, including moving heavy portable X-ray equipment.
Assist with moving, lifting, positioning, transferring, and observing patients during imaging examinations.
Observe and assess patients and their surroundings to support comfort and safety.
Function effectively, independently and as part of a team, in routine and stressful clinical situations.
Students who may need reasonable accommodations should contact the College’s appropriate accessibility services office to discuss the accommodation process.


If you have additional questions, please contact one of the program faculty listed below. 
LuAnn Nave, MSAH, R.T. (R) (ARRT) 
Program Director / Associate Professor 
Instructor Phone: (615) 230-3651
luann.nave@volstate.edu
Christa Crowder, MPA., B.S., R.T. (R) (ARRT)
Program Instructor / Assistant Professor
Office Phone: (615)230-3342
christa.crowder@volstate.edu
Sarah Phy, B.S., R.T. (R) (ARRT)
Clinical Coordinator / Assistant Professor
Office Phone: (615) 230-3295
sarah.phy@volstate.edu
Program Mission Statement
The mission of the Radiologic Technology Program at Volunteer State Community College is to prepare competent, entry-level radiographers who are eligible for national certification and demonstrate professionalism, compassion, and a commitment to quality patient care.
Program Accreditation
The Radiologic Technology Program is accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT), the recognized accrediting agency for educational programs in radiography.
Certification
Graduates of the Radiologic Technology Program are eligible to apply for the national certification examination administered by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT), provided they meet all ARRT eligibility requirements.
Successful completion of the certification examination and satisfaction of all applicable ARRT requirements are necessary to obtain certification and registration as a Registered Technologist in Radiography, R.T.(R)(ARRT).


Student Checklist
1. Complete College Admission Requirements
Apply for admission to Volunteer State Community College and complete all applicable admission requirements through the Vol State Admissions webpage.
Students intending to apply to the Radiologic Technology Program should declare Health Sciences, A.S. (Radiologic Technology) as their intended major. Upon formal acceptance into the program, the student's major will be changed to Radiologic Technology, A.A.S.
2. Complete Required Prerequisite Courses
Complete all required prerequisite courses by the end of the spring semester in which you apply.
Applicants must earn a minimum 3.0 prerequisite GPA, calculated by Radiologic Technology Program officials using only the required prerequisite courses identified in this packet.
A grade of D will not be accepted in any required prerequisite course, regardless of the applicant's prerequisite GPA.
For repeated prerequisite courses, the highest grade earned within the first two attempts will be used in the GPA calculation. Grades earned on subsequent attempts will not be considered.
Students needing assistance with placement testing, course planning, or registration should contact the Office of Advising at 615-230-3702.
3. Submit the Radiologic Technology Program Application
Complete and submit the Radiologic Technology Program Application no later than April 1.
Applications may be submitted using either of the following methods:
· Online: Submit the Radiologic Technology Program Application.
· Paper: Complete the application included in this packet and place it in the designated red submission box outside Office Suite 116, Wallace North Building, Gallatin campus.
Radiologic Technology Program Prerequisite Courses
The following courses must be completed by the end of the spring semester in which the student applies to the Radiologic Technology Program.
	Course
	Course Title
	Credit Hours

	RADT 1200
	Introduction to Medical Imaging
	2

	AHC 115
	Medical Terminology
	3

	BIOL 2010
	Human Anatomy & Physiology I
	4

	BIOL 2020
	Human Anatomy & Physiology II
	4

	ENGL 1010 or ENGL 1020
	English Composition I or II
	3

	MATH 1530 or higher
	Introductory Statistics or approved higher-level mathematics
	3–4

	Humanities/Fine Arts
	Approved course; see Vol State Catalog
	3

	Social/Behavioral Sciences
	Approved course; see Vol State Catalog
	3

	Total
	
	25–26


Important Course Requirements
· Applicants must earn a minimum 3.0 prerequisite GPA, calculated by Radiologic Technology Program officials using the required prerequisite courses.
· A grade of D is not accepted in any required prerequisite course.
· For repeated courses, the highest grade earned within the first two attempts will be used to calculate the prerequisite GPA. Grades earned on subsequent attempts will not be considered.
· Students may satisfy the English requirement with ENGL 1010 or ENGL 1020, subject to confirmation of the approved course requirement.
· Students may satisfy the mathematics requirement with MATH 1530 or an approved higher-level mathematics course. Students should consult a Student Success Advisor to confirm course eligibility before registering.
Sample Prerequisite Course Schedule
The following sample schedule illustrates how a first-time college student may complete the required prerequisite courses over two semesters.
This schedule assumes the student is college-ready in reading, writing, and mathematics; plans to enroll full-time (12 or more credit hours per semester); and has met any prerequisites required for BIOL 2010.
Students are strongly encouraged to meet with a Student Success Advisor to develop an individualized academic plan. Course placement, availability, and individual academic needs may affect the recommended schedule.
Sample Fall Semester
	Course
	Course Title
	Credit Hours

	AHC 115
	Medical Terminology
	3

	BIOL 2010
	Human Anatomy & Physiology I
	4

	ENGL 1010
	English Composition I
	3

	MATH 1530
	Introductory Statistics
	3

	Total Credit Hours
	
	13


Sample Spring Semester
	Course
	Course Title
	Credit Hours

	RADT 1200
	Introduction to Medical Imaging
	2

	BIOL 2020
	Human Anatomy & Physiology II
	4

	Humanities/Fine Arts
	Approved course; see Vol State Catalog
	3

	Social/Behavioral Sciences
	Approved course; see Vol State Catalog
	3

	Total Credit Hours
	
	12


This schedule is an example only and does not guarantee course availability or admission to the Radiologic Technology Program.
*Apply to Radiologic Technology by April 1* 
Frequently Asked Questions
1. What will the Radiologic Technology Program prepare me to do?
The program prepares students to become entry-level radiographers who perform diagnostic imaging procedures, provide patient care, and practice radiation safety. Graduates may apply for the national certification examination administered by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT), provided they meet all eligibility requirements.
2. When are students admitted to the program?
Students are admitted once each year. Qualified applicants are invited to interview in late May, and accepted students begin the program in the fall semester.
3. When will I be notified of my admission status?
Applicants who complete an interview will receive an email notification of their admission status from the Radiologic Technology Program office in early June.
4. Does the program maintain a waiting list?
Yes. The Radiologic Technology Program maintains an alternate list of qualified applicants who may be offered admission if a position becomes available. Placement on the alternate list does not guarantee admission.
5. If I have completed all general education courses, will I still need five semesters to complete the program?
Yes. The Radiologic Technology Program requires five consecutive semesters of full-time study, including the summer semester between the first and second years. All required Radiologic Technology courses must be completed in sequence.
6. Will I participate in clinical education at healthcare facilities?
Yes. Students participate in unpaid, supervised clinical education throughout the program. Under the supervision of qualified radiographers, students perform imaging procedures on patients and gain experience in routine radiography, surgery, trauma, and portable imaging.
Clinical education involves direct patient contact, exposure to blood and body fluids, patient transfers, and other physical activities associated with radiographic procedures.
Clinical sites are located throughout Middle Tennessee, up to 100 miles from the Gallatin campus. Assignments are determined by program officials, and students may be assigned to different facilities throughout the program. Placement near a student’s residence cannot be guaranteed. Students are responsible for transportation to all assigned clinical sites.
7. What courses should I take before applying to the program?
Students must complete all required prerequisite courses by the end of the spring semester in which they apply. Prospective students should follow the Health Sciences, A.S. (Radiologic Technology) pathway and meet with a Student Success Advisor to develop an academic plan.
Students are strongly encouraged to attend a program information session. Dates are available at https://www.volstate.edu/academics/health-sciences/radtech.
8. What is the cost of the program?
Tuition and mandatory fees are based on the number of credit hours taken each semester. Students are also responsible for additional expenses, including textbooks, uniforms, background checks, drug screenings, immunizations, clinical transportation, and certification-related fees. Estimated expenses are listed below and are subject to change.

	Expense
	Estimated Cost

	Urine drug screening
	$40 annually

	Professional liability insurance
	$40 annually

	Textbooks and radiographic markers
	$700

	Uniforms and shoes
	$100–$200

	Immunizations and titers
	$400–$600

	Clinical parking, if applicable
	$360

	CPR certification
	$50

	ARRT certification examination
	$225

	Criminal background check
	Varies


Students are also responsible for transportation, meals, housing, and other personal expenses. Additional testing, screenings, or immunizations may be required. All costs are estimates and are subject to change.

9. What are the typical classroom and clinical hours?
Classroom instruction is conducted at the Gallatin campus, typically between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Clinical schedules vary by facility but are commonly 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Students should be prepared for variations in clinical schedules based on program and clinical site requirements.
10. Are background checks, drug screenings, and immunizations required?
Yes. Students granted provisional acceptance must successfully complete a criminal background check, urine drug screening, and all required preclinical health and safety requirements at their own expense. Additional screenings, background checks, and immunizations may be required during the program. Failure to meet these requirements by the established deadlines may prevent formal admission or continued clinical participation. Detailed instructions are provided following provisional acceptance.
11. Can a criminal record affect eligibility for ARRT certification?
Yes. Certain criminal convictions, charges, or other violations of the ARRT Standards of Ethics may affect eligibility for certification. Applicants with concerns about their eligibility are encouraged to contact the ARRT before enrolling in the program. The ARRT offers an ethics review process to help individuals determine whether past conduct may affect their eligibility. Visit https://www.arrt.org/ or call 651-687-0048.
12. What happens if I am not accepted into the program?
Admission is competitive, and acceptance is not guaranteed. Students who are not selected may continue their education in the Health Sciences pathway and reapply during a future admission cycle, provided they meet the admission requirements.
13. Are there safety concerns involving implants or metallic foreign bodies during clinical education?
Yes. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) uses a powerful magnetic field that may pose risks to individuals with certain implants, medical devices, or metallic foreign bodies. All students are required to complete MRI safety screening annually. Students must disclose relevant implants, devices, or foreign bodies through the designated screening process so appropriate safety precautions can be determined.

14. Are mammography clinical rotations available to all students?
The Radiologic Technology Program provides all students, regardless of sex, the opportunity to request a mammography clinical rotation. The program will make reasonable efforts to arrange requested rotations. However, placement is dependent on clinical site availability and applicable facility policies. The program cannot guarantee a mammography rotation for every student. The program will not deny other students access to available mammography experiences solely because equivalent placements cannot be arranged for every student.


RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM APPLICATION

Application year: ____________________

	Full legal name:




	VSCC Student ID:




	VSCC email address:




	Alternate email address (optional):




	Mailing address (street, city, state, ZIP code):




	Preferred telephone number:




Applicant Acknowledgment
I certify that the information provided on this application is accurate and complete. I understand that submitting an application does not guarantee admission to the Radiologic Technology Program and that I must meet all published application and admission requirements.


Applicant signature: __________________________________ Date: __________________


Application deadline: April 1. Applicants may submit the application online or by the paper submission method described in the Student Checklist.

Accessibility and Accommodations
Students seeking reasonable accommodations should contact the Vol State Access Center. Information about access and accommodations is available through the College’s website.
Equal Opportunity
Volunteer State Community College is an equal opportunity institution. Refer to the College’s current nondiscrimination statement for its complete policy and contact information.
RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM MAMMOGRAPHY POLICY
Breast Imaging Clinical Rotations
The Radiologic Technology Program offers all students the opportunity to request a breast imaging (mammography) clinical rotation. The program will make every effort to arrange a requested rotation when an appropriate clinical experience is available.
Clinical placement is subject to the availability and policies of participating clinical education sites. The program cannot override site restrictions and does not guarantee placement in a breast imaging rotation. The program will not withhold available educational opportunities from other students solely because equivalent placements cannot be arranged for every student.
Students will be informed about clinical opportunities and potential limitations that may affect participation in particular imaging specialties. These principles may also apply to other sensitive or sex-specific imaging procedures, as appropriate to clinical site policies.
This policy is informed by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT) Position Statement on Breast Imaging Clinical Rotations, adopted October 2021.
JRCERT position statement: https://www.jrcert.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Updated_FINAL_Mammography_Statement.pdf
College nondiscrimination statement: https://www.volstate.edu/non-discrimination-statement
Student accessibility information: https://www.volstate.edu/equal-opportunity-employer
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