
North Central P-16 Council 
Minutes 

 
January 22, 2021 

 
Meeting conducted via Zoom. 
 
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes: 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Jerry Faulkner.  Minutes from the October 23, 2020 meeting 
were approved.   
 
Career Exploration Fair Update: 
Kyle Barron spoke about the career exploration fair event that we host yearly at VSCC.  Typically, 
approximately 2500 8th grade students come to campus to explore possible career opportunities.  This is 
an exciting day on campus, however, the event was cancelled last year due to COVID.  Virtual ways to 
hold the event this year are being explored such as webinar sessions in the classrooms.  There is a need 
for industry partners to participate and share career opportunities with students.  If you are interested 
in participating, please email dualenrollment@volstate.edu by the end of the Spring Semester. 
 
Guest Speaker: 
The keynote speaker, Krissy DeAlejandro, Executive Director of TNAchieves gave a presentation to 
update everyone on the successes of TNAchieves to date.  She noted how important the work of 
TNAchieves is especially during the pandemic.  It provides layers of support to Tennessee high school 
students by increasing opportunities, scholarships, and mentor guidance. 
 
The core components of the TNAchieves program include:  1) Volunteer mentors who play a vital role in 
student success by providing guidance, resources, and encouraging students 2) Students must complete 
8 hours of community service every semester to “give back” to TN Promise 3) Summer programs are 
offered to prepare academically at-risk students for college, and 4) At-risk students are assigned a 
completion coach that will make regular contact to ensure students are progressing and succeeding. 
 
A new tool called tnAchieves CONNECT has been designed for students and mentors to engage in a 
socially-distant dialogue.  They can use this platform to communicate and continue conversations.  This 
platform works similar to Facebook and Linked In. 
 
If you would like a copy of the TNAchieves presentation, please visit the following link 
https://www.volstate.edu/north-central-p-16-council/documents.   
 
Closing Remarks: 
Dr. Faulkner thanked everyone for joining in and hopes that we will be able to meet in person again 
soon.  He noted that Nick Bishop prepares a quarterly Government Relations Newsletter.  If you would 
like to be a part of that distribution, please email Nick’s assistant at shannon.hernandez@volstate.edu .  
 
Adjourned 1:00 p.m. 
Next P-16 meets April 23, 2021.  
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